ADDRESS BY H.E.THE AMBASSADOR AT GEM FESTA 2016 ON 24" AT
10.00AM

Mr. Akira Ito, Chairman, Japan Gem Society,

Mr. M P N M Wicramasinghe, Director General, National Gem & Jewellery
Authority,

Mr. Nilam Alawdeen, Vice Chairman, Japan Gem Society,

Representatives of Gem & Jewellery trade from Sri Lanka,

Distinguished invitees, Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset, | must congratulate and thank the organizers, Japan Gem
Society, the National Gem & Jewellery Authority for organizing this unique
exhibition for the first time in Tokyo. | wish this show will become a vital
calendar event for the Sri Lankan Gem and Jewellery trade and | am
especially glad that this provides you necessary exposure towards

promoting your products in Japanese market.

As you aware, Sri Lanka is now positioned as one of the largest producers of
fine quality gemstones, especially Sapphires. Today, Sri Lanka has made its
brand known in the international market as a supplier of quality gem stones
and fine jewellery with exquisite designs. Given its strategic importance for
the county’s exports drive, the gem & jewellery industry has been identified
as one of the main thrust areas.

Presently there is a positive increase in the demand for Sri Lanka’s gems and
jewellery by Japanese tourists arriving Sri Lanka, whose numbers have shot
up by 40% in 2015 in comparison to 2014. In parallel, you will agree that

export of Gems & Jewellery too need to be promoted vigorously.

Having identified the importance of value addition for export leadership,
the Export Development Board, the Gem and Jewellery authority
collaborated to introduce a number of new promotional initiatives such as

product & design development and diversification. More importantly, new



market access acquired through Sri Lanka’s bilateral free trade agreements

and regional trade agreements.

Therefore, this show could be considered as a key effort in a series of steps
to enhance our competitive edge and capacity.

| once again congratulate the Organizers of Gem Festa 2016 their untiring
efforts in making this show a reality, thereby providing an excellent

platform for those involved in the gem & jewellery sector.

| wish Gem Festa 2016 a great success. Thank you.



—RALHVE N B R E A REER  (REER

AV T U HBINEMANFEERE vy T~ Tk
—RAEEVEAN AAEAHREBER =T —L T T U7 4 — 8K
TORE. T DRk

FPT. ZOBHEZARN, D TORREZFOLTHREL TFIWE L,
—fRAEFE N BARE A, WIS, AU T 2 b B E AR IS
BERLEWEHELET, ZORBTRENVAY 7 U ADEMELITE - T,
WD CTEHEREBIA N F e L EfEV, £ LT, AARTSHTRAY Z
CHEMBGLE T RE—a T HIEHTEY . T ORBRENEEF O
War bl b T EEREFIXLLFELET,

FAFD LB, WERAY Z U HIFEMEREA, FFITYT 7 74T D
RROEHEO—>E LTHNESITLATEYET, 40, AV F 70
TEEOEA, BERT VAL OV ax) —24E9 5EE L CEER
LBTHMONTREY T, AU T 00N E L3 5 % Ok E 2
Mo, EMFEEITRNOH DO —2>ThH D ERFEINTEY £
B

BE, AU T A EITT 2 AARNBICEIC X2 F M OFENBED
FMESTEY ET, TOEIT 2014 & HL~T, 2015 i 40% N L T
B ET, TRICEDE T, EidMm O b S AI R S D LB
NohoE, WSEBRELTHITLSTLE O,

iy HH 3B (AT T AP E O M B | dHBR R R & FAAR 23 [F
T, W T A VR, BLOSK bR EDLZ<oH LW BE—
Gy A=V T T AT HEEAK LE L, SOICEHERZ &1L, FHore



MG ~O7T 78 A%, AV Z v h o EHH A B85 E K OHIEE 5
ExBUTAREL Y £ LT,

o T, ZORTRRT, BAEOBS T LN 2T D720 D—HD
BePEICRI 2 HE R A & B3 2 L R E T

IOV AT AH 2016 OFEBUCHIT T, X TRAOLTTFID, %
OFER, FEfiEERICE>TIOERNT Ty b7+ — 2% ZiRfiEF S
ST FMEF OERRTTICHE, #E. WOICHEZERELEZWEFELE T,

Vx LTz AF 2016 O E THEH L EFET, HVRLE S TV
F L7,



